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General overview

The National Library of Thailand (NLT) was established by King Chulalongkorn or Rama V in the Grand Palace in October 1905. After a period of time it was moved to Thavoravatu Building Na Prathat Road outside the Palace wall for public at large. Then it was transferred to new location on Samsen Road, Dusit District of Bangkok and officially declared open on May 5, 1966.  Main missions of NLT are to collect, to preserve and to store the nation’s intellectual and cultural heritage materials in the form of printed and non printed materials, audio-visual materials electronic media and digital material acquired from Thailand and content is related to Thailand in abroad. At present, NLT has all of materials stand more than 3,000,000 volumes.  

           The Ministry of Culture allotted budget to build a new building in 2009 and open in 2011. The library additional space had increased to more than 10,000 square meters, total space is 26,000 square meters. For the convenience of users, the collections are moved to the new building which includes Manuscript Collection, Rare Book Collection, Thesis, Dissertation and Research collection. Moreover, NLT is center of ISBN and ISSN for the country. The library consists of 11 branches of national library where is located in the provinces. Motto is “National Library: Treasure of Wisdom”
Relationship to government

NLT does not have a National Library Act although legal deposit is in the Press Act A.D. 2007. The Act enabled NLT to be the national organization empowered to undertake all library functions, including national union catalogue; legal deposit of published works in Thailand; the issuance of ISBN and ISSN numbers for all Thailand publications; the comprehensive public and community libraries services, nationwide and the extensive powers of the nation's library functions. 


NLT supports and promotes the King Vajiravudh Memorial Hall improvement project.  Since the building was constructed in B.E. 2520, the internal and external parts are in decline and the technologies for services are out-of-date. Fortunately, the Bureau of the Budget, the Crown Property Bureau, and the Government Savings Bank, are in cooperation to renovate and develop this building and internal system services with a budget of 20,000,000 baht. Nowadays, the Ministry of Culture allotted budget 260,000,000 baht to renovate the old building of NLT during 2014-2016 and plans to be opened in 2017. 

Thai government launched “Return Happiness to People Project” throughout the country so that provide more reading and learning ability with recreation activities for all nations. The offices of the Fine Arts Department cooperate with NLT contributes the reading promotion and more activities for 4 times a year at court yard in front of NLT.

National Children’s Day of 2016 at the second week of the new year, NLT under the Ministry of Culture joined event of the opening ceremony at the Government House. NLT organized the fun activities such as Thai literature games, Motto and proverbs games, Question about ASEAN and demonstration of written manuscript on the palm leaves. This is the only time of year that children can sit in the Prime Minister’s chair. 
Key facts and figures
· Total operating budget in 2016: 73,063,400 baht (USD 2.5 million)  
· Total number of staff : 164 persons (government officials, permanent and temporary employees)

· Total volume : 3,755,000 items

· Visitor of the NLT in 2016; the National Library of Thailand in October 2015 to         June 2016

· Foreign visitors

 7,580    persons

· Local visitors
         
           12,120    persons

· Website visitors        
           73,060    persons 

· Readers
         
         254,360    persons

Infrastructures

NLT received some budget from the government to provide NLT information technology and intranet network to all national library branches for sharing national cultural heritage knowledge, information management and databases.


The Fine Arts Department allotted budget for set up WIFI network provide over service area of NLT for free of charge. Users could access to national library website at                    URL: www.nlt.go.th and NLT provides QR-code for access to the online digital materials of  full-text in the D-library at URL: http://www.digital.nlt.go.th/. For more online communication channel or social media such as facebook fanpage at URL: https://www.facebook.com/NationalLibraryThailand, flickr photography and youtube.  

New developments in creating and building collections

NLT has selected “Books about Thailand” and “Books about ASEAN Community” to join “The Knowledge of ASEAN Community Project”. This project is collected and shared printed material and database among ASEAN Countries in 2015-2016. 

Continuing on well of the project to honor the 84th Birthday Anniversary of Dhammikaraja (The King with quality of Dhamma). Religion, arts and music information has been continuing to compile and collect . Knowledge’s on music has been recorded and preserved in the music library in alphabetical order. Some of  these knowledge on still and moving pictures of the music and songs composed by King Rama IX, historical pictures of music composing teachers, musical notes and information from DVD, CD-ROM and video visuals, etc. The public can search and study from musical database at URL: www.kingramamusic.org

NLT and branches have started the “ASEAN Knowledge Corner” to support and promote the ASEAN Community and more activities in 2015-2016.
New developments in managing collections

D-library, the new digital library of NLT has online in October 2016. It provides collection of the Fine Arts Department, the extract of the valuable pictures and full-text of content of Thai literature, manuscripts, Thai tradition books, newspapers, periodicals, yearbook, newsletters, rare books and handwritten by the kings in the past or famous writers. Some of these have to reproduce in digital formats. Total collection is 1,930 items and the collection will be available online via the internet so that users who live far away in different parts of the country can access the knowledge in NLT collection 24 hrs. at URL: http://www.digital.nlt.go.th. 

New developments in providing access to collections

Provides e-service website to the public at URL: http://www.nlt.go.th/e-service. It is national services for registration International Standard Book Number (ISBN), International Standard Serial Number (ISSN), Cataloging in Publication (CIP) and Printing Notice Service as required by Press Act A.D. 2007 to publishers which their publishing and printing are located in Thailand.


Continuing of cooperation with MOU between the Fine Arts Department (for NLT) & Thailand Knowledge Park (TK Park) for sharing digital collection and information technology to provide service nationwide.


Continuing of cooperation with MOU between Fine Arts Department (National Library) & Huachiew Chalermprakiet University for digitization of Chinese Newspapers published in Thailand.

Collaborations with other Institutions and professional Associations
      
Following is the whole picture of libraries in Thailand. According to western standard, libraries in Thailand can be grouping into 5 categories namely:   

National library; The National Library of Thailand (NLT) is one organization act as a national library in the country which under the Fine Art Department and the Ministry of Culture. NLT is located at Samsaen road, Dusit, Bangkok. There are 11 national library branches. They are located around the kingdom such as Suphanburi, Kanchanaburi, Songkhla, Chiang Mai and more. Information on National Library has mentioned above.


Public libraries;   Although public libraries in Thailand are under the administration of many parent bodies e.g. The Office of Non-Formal and Informal Education, Ministry of Education, the local administrative bodies, provincial municipalities, the Department of Administration Promotion Ministry of Interior and the Bangkok Metropolitan Administration (BMA), librarians are mostly observed the library standards of the Thai Library Association (TLA) and follows technical updates of TLA. 


School libraries;   More than 30,000 school libraries are under the Higher Education Commission, Basic Education Commission and the Private Education Commission of  the Ministry of Education. Under the 1999 Nation Education Act and the 2002 Bureaucratic Reform Act, School libraries are part of the reform too. There are school libraries under the BMA, provincial municipality administration and Border Control Police Office. Librarians who are members and non members of TLA and School Library Section usually observe the school library standard of TLA. They constantly attend the TLA Annual Conference and Library Week Conference.


Academic libraries;   Thai academic libraries or university libraries are recognized as the well equipped bodies as those libraries in developed countries. Most important reason behind this is because of its parent body’s support. Most state higher education institutions are under the Higher Education Commission Ministry of  Education. Some of them now are the government autonomous bodies of which, it is believed, more suitable to higher education management.  There are numbers of private university with high developed libraries too. Academic librarian Group of TLA usually organizes meetings and workshops on higher education libraries and access to universal information.


Some prominent university libraries are: Center of Academic Resources Chulalongkorn University, Thammasat University Libraries, Mahidol University Library, Central Library of Kasetsart University, Library and Information Center National Institute of Development Administration (NIDA), Chiangmai University Library, Khon Kaen University Library, Prince of Songkhla University Library and Mahasarakham University Library etc.

Special libraries; there are a number of good special libraries in Thailand. Most of these libraries are under the Departments, Ministries, State Enterprises or autonomous bodies  e.g. Library and Documentation Center of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Library of   the Fishery Department, Library of the Thai Airways International, Library of  the Department of Revenue, Archives and Library Bank of Thailand etc .These libraries are usually served personnel of their parent bodies. Librarians of this special librarian Group under TLA are very active especially on professional meeting and visits.

Thai Library Association
Under the Royal Patronage of H.R.H. Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn
  
Thai Library Association (TLA), the only one library association in Thailand, was formed in 1952 by a group of Thai Librarians who attended library science courses at Chulalongkorn University under the Fulbright program starting 1950-1952 let by Ms.( Professor) Sutthilak Amphanwong .  Although  some names changed, this group of librarians let by Mrs.(Professor Khunying) Maenmas Chavalit had constantly guided the development of  library science education, libraries and related activities in Thailand. On  October 11, 1954 Thai Library Association was registered as the Association. Day by day, Thai people learned on the existence of the Association, library science education and library service in the Country. At present this Thai Library Association is governed through an Executive Committee of about 25 members leading by Professor Khunying Maenmas Chavalit who has been elected from among the regular and associate memberships and  to hold the office of two years term. Monthly meeting are held to form the working plans and activities. TLA sections are: Professional Development and training, Library Standard, T.L.A Bulletin, International Relations, Customer Relations, Fund Raising ,Membership, Research and Development and Hospitality. Apart from these are group of librarians namely:  the National Library Group, Special Library Group, School Library Group, Public Library Group , Library and Information Instructor Group, International Librarian and Information Specialist Group and Vocational Education Library Group.    
  
Royal Patronage.   On 25th November 1971 His Majesty King Bhumibol bestowed the gracious permission for the audience of members of Thai Library Association at Chitralada Palace. He had kindly inspired the audience of TLA members on Thai language, documents, books, libraries and librarians. Her Majesty Queen Sirikit was also graciously interested in libraries and library activities. As part of her keen interested in education, science, technology, social sciences, humanities, culture and welfare of Thai people, on 2nd September 1976 upon Her Majesty  Queen permission, H.R.H. Princess Maha Chakri Siridhorn had accepted the Thai Library Association be under her patronage.
Code of Ethics.   The Code of Ethics for Thai librarians in Thai was proclaimed on 30th 
April 1978.The English translation was made by Dr. Navanit Intrarama. The proclamation ceremony was presided over by Mr. Kasem Suwannakul, the former Ministry of University Affairs at the auditorium of the Department of Public Relations, Prime Minister’s Office. The Preamble of this Code of Ethics mentioned that “The library is a highly respected and important institution that imparts knowledge to society. In order to further develop the library system, to promote firm ethical standards, and to evoke the recognition of society, the Thai Library Association under the Patronage of H.R.H. Princess Maha Chakri Siridhorn herewith sets fort the following Code of Ethics to be strictly observed by library professionals. This Preamble follows by Section 1 Ethic Towards the Users, Section 2 Ethic Towards Professions, Section 3 Ethic Towards the Colleagues, Section 4 Ethics Towards Organization and Section 5 Ethics Towards the Society.


Publications.    In 1956 TLA started to publish book “School libraries” written by Maenmas Chavalit. After that there were many books published. When firstly the Royal Thai Government named 1959 the Year for Children, children book had firstly published in Thailand by TLA in that year too.  Some following publications were the translation of educational materials. In 1985 Prof.Dr.Chutima Sacchanand had analyzed that TLA published 4 categories of publications namely: 35 books on library science and related subjects, 26 children books and 3 serial titles. Later on, additional 56 titles on library science and related subjects were published. Types of publication were dictionary, standards and handbooks, bibliography and annotation, library materials and library technique, library education, services and running of libraries, the operation of printed materials and non- printed materials collection, the use of libraries, the preservation and the conservation of library materials , Thai library science, information service system, encyclopedia of library science , Thai  subject headings, analysis  of library and information science thesis as well as annotation of children books. Apart from these there were documents issued on related topics of annual TLA conferences. 

   Journal.   At the early stage of library education, library development in Thailand, there were few people understand on the important of libraries in society.TLA, therefore, issued quarterly TLA Bulletin for professional and public consultation since the issue of April-June 1957. Today this Journal is still issued. It has been recognized as one the prestige journal on library, education and culture in Thailand.  During 1962-1972 TLA Journal  had also issued                                 “Bannapipob” Journal on annotated lists of library material. Anyhow it was already ceased by. In 2008 the TLA President (Prof.Dr.Chutima Sacchanand) and Executive Board members of TLA considered that there were  still no high stage for librarians , information persons and students to publish thesis and dissertation on library and information science for further development of libraries, information studies and services in Thailand. Therefore the first issue volume 1 January- June 2008 of TLA Research Journal (Thai Library Association) bi monthly was published. This journal is still being issued until now. 
 
  Standards.   In 1965 Mr. Boonchana Atthakorn Director General of the Department of Technical Cooperation started to plan on the development of libraries in the whole country. Six groups of librarians cooperated to draft the country’s first Library Development Plan. It was supposed to be part of the large National Social and Economic Development Plan. Even though, it was not success in doing so but it was the starting point on the preparing of library standards by TLA. At present there are 7 library standards namely: Standard of Public Library 1990, Standard of Elementary School 2010, Standard of Secondary School 2010, Standard of Library of Vocational and Technological School and college 1992, Standard of Special Libraries 2011 and the Green Library Standard 2015. These Standards are observed by related types of library in the whole Kingdom. 


Education and Trainings. To develop libraries in Thailand, TLA at the period of its inception was insight on the training and formal library science education. The first library training program in Thailand was developed at the Faculty of Arts, Chulalongkorn University in 1951 by the Fulbright commission that provided five library professors to teach courses for five years which awarded 77 people who completed the six basic courses. At this period a group of Thai librarians who attended library science courses at Chulalongkorn University under the Fulbright program during 1951-1952, had established the Thai Library Association in 1954. At present 13 state universities, 2 private universities and 29 Rajabhat universities offer the undergraduate program in library and information science. There are at least 11 universities offer Master of Library and information science and 2 universities offer Doctoral Program. 

Conference.  Beginning in 1960, the annual conference is one of the most outstanding works of TLA.  It’s of preponderant concern for members, librarians and those who are interested in professional librarianship.  The objective of this conference are firstly to provide an opportunity for all all library professional around the country to meet and exchange their knowledge, ideas and experience among themselves, secondly to gain insight new development and advanced technique in the profession, thirdly to provide a channel to voice their complaints and grievances as well as to seek ways and means to solve professional problem.  H.R.H. Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn regularly presides over the opening ceremony of the conference.  When H.R.H. is engaged with other special mission, the representative will be sent to preside over the opening ceremony on H,.R.H. behalf.  During the conference, there will be the announcement of yearly outstanding library awards, yearly outstanding librarian awards and yearly personage in library and information circle awards.


Consultation.  During the long operation of 60 years, TLA has been the main sonsultants on library development in Thailand.  The President  and members of Executive Board of TLA are commonly invited to sit as a member of numerous library establishment and development projects.  The most recent project was “Bangkok World Book Capital 2013” tiele given by UNESCO to Bangkok which was celebrated during  April 20-25, 2013. Some of Bangkok Metropolitan Administration (BMA) Project of  “Bangkok, Read for Life” and the establishment of City Library, Museum of Thai Literature, Reading Research Center and Museum of Thai Cartoons.  “Reading culture : Thinking culture” activities, promotion of books for children and youth, selection and promotion literature for Bangkok residents, scientific books for scientific minds, and annual activities of all member of the Bangkok reading group during 2011-2013.


Cooperation.   Beyond cooperation among libraries of all types and educational institutions, TLA also cooperation with other related organizations, program in developing library, book production and reading in Thailand for example Publisher and Booksellers Association of Thailand, National Book Fair Committee, Bangkok Book Fair Committee, National Book Development and Best Book Awards Committee, Ministry of Education, Bangkok Metropolitan Administration, (BMA) Bangkok 2013 World Book Capital, the Public Relations Department, Social Welfare Council of Thailand and Thai Muslim Lady Association, Valailuk University, Ramkhamhaeng University, Department of Correction and Cooperation on the Application of PMB Library Automation System.

The Stock of Thailand Foundation on its corporate social responsibility (CSR) has set up the project of  “Eminent Persons in Enhancing Society”.  Part of this project is the cooperation with TLS in yearly selection and announcement of “Professor Khunying Maenmas Chavalit Award” on eminent persons in library development in Thailand.  It is planed that in the future this award would cover librarians in overseas countries as well.  Apart from the government and autonomous bodies, TLA also cooperates with the foundation of private companies such as the CP ALL foundation, the AMATA Foundation , and the HONDA Cars Foundations.

Green Library Standard 2015.  The Thai Library Association, Kasetsart University, Thailand Greenhouse Gas Management Organization (Public Organization), Ministry of Energy, Department of Environmental Quality Promotion, and Green Library Network, have collaboratively set up Green Library Standard in 2015. The objective is to encourage and improve e libraries’ service in providing knowledge for energy and environment conservation. This standard covers main issues namely green technologies and infrastructure, energy resource management, waste and pollution management, green service, library collaboration and quality assessment of green library. Example of Green Library are the Central Library of Kasetsart Univeristy and the Green Library of the Bangkok Metropolitan Administration (BMA) at the Romklao Housing Estate in Ladkrabang District, Bangkok.

Activities.  The TLA Executive Board committee meet on the  third Saturday of every month.  The working group can be met any day during the month.  Meeting is the stage for forming policies on library, information service development and reading promotion.  On 12th
August of each years, Thai people celebrate Her Majesty the Queen Sirikit’s Birthday.  To join the  national wide celebration, TLA organizes the library week on the topic related to Her Majesty activities.  This library week program includes related library activities of the whole country.  Last year the program on “Reading Promotion for Self-Development” took place at the  National Library of Thailand and  this year the program on “Read of MOM’ on 22 July, 2016 at Prince Palace Hotel, Bangkok.

Professional Visits.  For the part of education and training of librarians.  TLA organized professional visit to libraries, archives and learning centers in foreign countries including Alexandria Library in Egypt, Libraries and Archives in Australia, United Kingdom, Malaysia, Hong Kong, Korea, etc.


About the cooperation with neighboring countries, the most recent project was the organizing of the professional visit from Myanmar, Brunei Darussalam, etc visit to the National Library, Public Libraries, Children Libraries and University Libraries in Bangkok.

TLA Membership


TLA Membership Category and total number of membership 
· Professional Life Membership
1,698 persons
(2,000 baht) one time fee 

· Association Life Membership
  207 persons
(3,000 baht) one time fee

· Professional Membership 

  335 persons
(500 baht) annual fee

· Association Membership

  413 persons
(1,200 baht) annual fee

· Affiliate Membership
  
  158 persons
(300 baht) annual fee


Beyond the role as central  cooperation body on library and information services during this long period of 60 years, TLA had organized many training courses e.g. collection development, classification, conservation and preservation, library activity organization, library administration, reading promotion, application of computer in library works, application of English, report writing,  and Library Automation Program.  
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